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The distinctive mission of Wesley College is the maintaining of 
a School of Religion associated with the University of North Dakota. 
Its primary purpose is the cultivation of religious idealism. 


The School of Religion is a regularly organized and conducted 
university college of religion under the direct supervision of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. It is supported by the free gifts of the people 
of the state and all students are alike entitled to the educational privi- 
leges it provides. The courses of study it announces supplement rather 
than duplicate the instruction offered by the University of North 
Dakota, it being the province of the Church to make provision for the 
religious training of the student population of civic institutions of 
learning. The State University applies toward its degrees and diplomas 
the credits earned in the Wesley College School of Religion to the 
amount of one-fourth of the total requirements for graduation. The 
School of Religion sustains the same working and credit relation to the 
University organization as the department of English or the School 
} of Education. Its courses of instruction are published in the annual 
on catalog of the University under the head of religion. The work of the 
ip two institutions constitutes a single and unified educational scheme. The 
hed co-operation of Church and State in conserving the religious rights of 
|e a common constitutency is both effective and frictionless, 
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The School of Religion is in no sense a rival or competitor of the 
regular denominational college. It is operating in a field white unto 
. the harvest, for the existence of which it is in no wise responsible. The 
| young people of all the denominations are crowding the halls of the 
State University without let or hindrance from the School of Religion. 
ms ‘The student body of the State University by no means differs from that 

is of a church college in religious need or interest. “The School of Re- 
ligion is the accredited educational agent of the Church supplying the 
oR students of the State University with what is rightly regarded as the 
| distinctive feature of the denominational college: namely, the means of 
religious education and inspiration. 


: It is a recognized responsibility of the School of Religion to sub- 
eS mit a college interpretation of the meaning and value of sacred litera- 
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ture and religious experience. As an accepted campus authority it 
occupies a dignified and vital place in a university body where all fac- 
tors that give civilization impulse should be represented. There is a 
decided tendency to look to the School of Religion for information 
concerning its field with the same confidence with which light upon 
other matters 1s expected from the various departments of the University. 


But the function of the School of Religion transcends the formal 
and academic. Since religion motivates right conduct ‘and affects life 
purpose, the School of Religion helps college men and women to find 
themselves religiously and to cultivate wholesome and abiding religious 
interests. It guides the student in relating himself to the fresh points 
of view with which he must of necessity become acquainted in any 
higher institution of learning, not only without loss of faith in the 
essentials of religion but also with a positive enrichment of the thought 
life and increased devotion to the spiritual interests. 


Furthermore, it is supremely interested in the dedication of stu- 
dent life to the task of making the ideals and institutions of society 
Christian. It gives to society university graduates who assume the 
leadership in the social, moral and religious life of the communities 
with which they identify themselves. It is preparing laymen for ef- 
fective participation in the activities of the local church. It is making 
a constant contribution in terms of university trained laymen with a 
teaching knowledge of the Bible, a working knowledge of the organi- 
zation and management of the graded Sunday school, and a vision of 
the importance and possibilities of religious culture. 

While the vast majority of those who register for work in the 
School of Religion enter professional and business life and serve the 
Church as laymen, a few—may their number increase—consecrate 
themselves to and prepare themselves for the Christian ministry. “The 
interests of the specialized forms of Christian leadership are by no means 
neglected. The claims of the ministry, the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. 
C. A., and other special kinds of Christian service are presented and 
urged. It is one of the leading purposes of Wesley College to pro- 
vide the Church with pastors who by example, executive ability, spir- 
itual insight and persuasive public address will be the determining 
factors in the religious progress of society. “The School of Religion 
makes it possible for the Church to hold before the student body of 
the University the idea and ideal of the ministry and to introduce those 
who respond to their calling. “The Church legitimately looks to the 
State University as well as to the denominational college for recruits 
for the ministry. Ministerial students who complete the full measure 
of work in the School of Religion for which the University gives 
credit may, after being graduated from either Wesley College or the 


State University or both, enter the class in the second year in our 
leading theological seminaries. In such cases both the degree of Bach- 
elor of Arts and the degree of Bachelor of Divinity (or Bachelor of 
Sacred Theology) may be earned in six instead of seven years. 


Future professional men—lawyers, physicians, pastors, teachers, 
engineers—mingle freely in the classroom and on the campus, each 
learning to appreciate the others; and while each is preparing himself 
for a definite phase of the world’s vocational life, all are living together 
in an atmosphere charged with the ideal of a christianized social order. 
The layman naturally elects fewer studies in the School of Religion 
than his future pastor, just as the student of engineering elects fewer 
courses in English than the prospective teacher of the English language 
and literature. But just as all students should master certain courses 
in English in order that they may enter into their rich heritage of the 
English language and literature, so all should be admitted to studies 
in Religion in order that they may develop an appreciation of the Bible 
and the nature and function of the spiritual life. Since the religious 
interest is fundamental and constitutional, none should be barred from 
a systematic study of it. 


The School of Religion has an opportunity which constitutes a 
challenge, and its impact upon the life of the state will be in direct 
proportion to the moral and financial support given by the citizens 


of North Dakota. 


The courses of study lie within the general scope of religion. 
Bible history, religious psychology, the history of Christian thought and 
progress are the chief elements of the present curriculum. Old Testa- 
ment prophecy, its origin, growth and literature, constitutes the mate- 
rial of a course for freshmen. More mature students study the his- 
tory of the Hebrews with special emphasis on the personalities promi- 
nent in the development of the ideals and institutions of the Old 
Testament. New Testament studies in the Gospels bring home the 
life, teachings and mission of Christ. “(he Acts and Epistles are the 
primary sources for a study of the fortunes of the apostles, especially 
Paul, and the organization, doctrine, and growth of the early Church. 
Instruction is given in a psychological interpretation of the facts of 
religious experience, in the principles and methods of religious educa- 
tion in the home and Sunday school, and in the psychology and religious 
uses of music. Attention is devoted to the function of religion, espe- 
cially the Christian religion, in its relation to religious progress in 
Europe and America. ‘This course for beginners introduces the stu- 
dent to the teachings and achievements of the successive Christian lead- 
ers of the historic religious movements. Advanced work is offered in 
the philosophy of theism and the content of the fundamental Christian 
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ideas, and in the function of the Church as a co-operative agency in 
the religious culture and social betterment of society. 


No registration or tuition fee is charged for admission to these 


studies. 

Wesley College has reserved the right to confer all degrees, both 
earned and honorary, which higher institutions of learning usually 
grant. The degree of Bachelor of Arts is conferred upon candidates 
who have successfully completed their major (twenty-four semester 
hours) in the School of Religion as a regular part of the prescribed 
courses of study in the College of Liberal Arts of the State University. 
Of the total 125 semester hours of work required for graduation from 


the University, thirty-one, or the entire amount for a whole year, may 


be earned in the School of Religion. Students may be graduated from 
either or both institutions. ‘The degree of Master of Arts is granted 
after one year of successful graduate work pursued in accordance with 
the regulations adopted by leading universities. 

Vesper services are conducted under the auspices of the School 
of Religion Sunday evenings during the academic year. “They are con- 
ducted for the benefit of those who live in the Wesley College residence 
halls as well as for the rest of the university community. These ser- 
vices are devotional and inspirational in character. They are substan- 
tially university church services and include the singing of hymns, 
prayer, special music and a sermon or popular religious address by a 
faculty member or visiting speaker. Hall residents are urged regularly 
to attend the city church of their preference Sunday mornings, but 


they are expected to attend the college vesper services Sunday evenings. 


One of the professors of the School of Religion acts as college pastor. 


Modernly furnished and appointed homes for students are provided 
in two residence halls, Sayre Hall for men and Larimore hall for 
women. Each hall is in charge of a matron or house mother who heads 
the volunteer student government pledged to a high ideal of scholarship, 
conduct and social proprieties. “These magnificent homes are main- 
tained primarily for Wesley College students and to those electing 
work in the School of Religion is given first choice in the selection 
of rooms. ~ 

The late Mr. J. P. Hilborn, of Wimbledon, North Dakota, has 
provided an endowment of which the annual income of seventy dollars 
is yearly administered by the faculty as awards for essays on some vital 
phase of the religious interpretation of life. All students of the School 
of Religion are eligible. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Hazlett, of Valley City, have estab- 
lished a special lectureship the aim of which is to bring before the uni- 
versity community scholars of reputation to give public presentations 
of their contributions to the field of morals and religion. 
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